A marathon effort to

GRANVILLE'S Adrian
Raftery (pictured) is go-
ing to the Big Apple later
this year to take on some
of the world’s finest ath-

letes and help raise more
than $140, for char-
ity.

In memory of his fa-
ther, Adrian Rafiery s
running the New York
Marathon on November

4 and raising funds for

the Heart Foundation,
which includes a fund-
raising dinner this week-
end @t the Aubum Tennis
Club,

“When my ded was ill
last year, | made a pledge
that T would help make a
difference o the lives af
other famiiies by vmg
back to the commiuni -
suid Raftery.

“Just about anyone can

raise charity funding

shave a head or grow a
moustache to raise funds
for charity but not many
are willing to toke on a
real physical challenge
and run 42km,"” he said.
As one of the four larg-
est and most prestigious
marzthons in the world,
the New York marathon

Raftery, a former ruck-

P‘..trrd.‘lh..ilt nas amt'
Aubum  Redlegs AFL
mMs is one of 24 Aus-

tional Heart Foundation,

It will be quite emo-
tional crossing the fin-
ish line in New York this
time for Raftery, who
was informied of his fa-
ther’s illness the day af-
ter he completed his first
marathon.

“THad was a great mman
who  simply died oo
voung (age 59). Thinking
of him will help me drive

the pain barrier

" pati
“wwhen 1 hit the wall. The

pain  won't 1‘1'it but the
e wies will,' e sand
- the next few
months T will be running
rwo more hall marathons
in Sydney and the Gold
Const as well as the City
to Surf in Angust. [ wall
be running over 50km a
week in training.”
Adrian is holding
a fundraising dinner
ot the Auburn Teonis
Club (Chisholm Road,
Aubumn) this  Samrday,
May 26 from 7pm to
raise money. Tickers are
Just 530 and can be pur-
chased by calling 9646
3736 or limited sponsor
ship packages are avail-
able via feamrafters.com.



